
 

 

 

 

 
Tenuta delle Terre Nere:  

2021 Whites and 2020 Reds 

 



 

 

20 Years of Tenuta delle Terre Nere 
 

Over the past two decades Tenuta delle Terre Nere has become something of an Etna pioneer, 

regularly producing some of the region's greatest wines. Not content to rest on their 

achievements, the estate continues to seek out quality Etna vineyards, with an eye for detail 

in the cellar that seemingly knows no bounds.  

The vintage information below is supplied by Marco de Grazia, owner of the estate. 

The 2021 Vintage (Whites) 

A year beginning with a mild and very dry winter. Rain in the first three months of the year 

totalled 100 mm against an average of 250 mm. April followed with particularly cold weather, 

bringing about a late and inhomogeneous budding and damage due to late frosts. Conversely 

May and June were characterized by unusually warm scirocco (southern) winds which saw 

the vegetation recuperating April’s growth loss. By July the lack of rain accumulation during 

the winter months coupled to a drought beginning in mid-May. Summer continued hot and 

dry throughout, temperatures only dropping with the first rains in mid-September. The first 

Carricante grapes were harvested roughly a week early, the last a week later than average. 

Perfect sanitary conditions and a high skin to juice ratio has produced whites of elegance and 

substance.  

The 2020 Vintage (Reds) 

A relatively long and mild winter with moderate rainfalls (350 mm) was the only stable part 

of the year. The length of the wintery weather led to a late and slow budding with a 

consequent damage due to April frosts, particularly in our San Lorenzo vineyards and more 

so with the very young vines closer to the soil. Spring came late but was fine and warm. 

Flowering was timely and fruit set impeccable. Summer started with a bang but soon cooled 

off, and mid-July saw a record breaking 80 mm of rainfall. Humidity brought oidium and 

mildew with it. Inexperienced vignerons’ vineyards were severely damaged by the very 

unusual and unexpected weather. August started very hot but very soon cooled down, and 

again we experienced unusual quantities of rainfall. The veraison was late and unnervingly 

slow and, come September, I admit I was nervous: the soil remained wet and the temperature 

drops seemed to have stunted the ripening. September, however, was splendidly balmy. Day 

after day the grapes slowly and surely ripened, until the last week, when the temperature 

dropped again with abundant rainfalls. Finally, we were blessed with extraordinarily warm 

and dry October weather. All the single vineyards are magnificent in their own way and 

expression. Acidities were just desirably above average, sugars just perfectly below average: 

our Nerello grapes were brimming with flavour. I expect wines that will deliver pleasure of a 

very high degree. Risqué and ribald in their thrust, yet lavish with the majesty of classic 

vintages. Very fine indeed. 

 

Marco de Grazia 
Owner, Tenuta delle Terre Nere  
 
 



 

 

The Wines on Offer  

All of the wines in today’s offer are in stock and available for immediate delivery. However, 

steady demand for these wines, particularly the Prephylloxera cuvee, means that we may 

need to allocate. In the event of an allocation process priority will go to those who balance 

orders across the range. 

 

Etna Bianco, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2021 
12x75cl - £145 IB 

 
A crackling, crisp nervy Etna Bianco with bright lemons, red apples and a touch of smoke 
and stone on the finish. A blend of 70% Carricante, 20% Catarratto, 5% Grecanico and 5% 
Inzolia from vineyards averaging 600-900m on the northern slopes of Etna, fermented and 

raised in stainless steel. 
 

Etna Bianco, Le Vigne Niche, Santo Spirito,Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2021 
6x75cl - £150 IB 

  
The single vineyard “Vigne Niche” whites are all 100% Carricante. A mix of old and younger 

vines from 10-40 years old, the Santo Spirito is the more exuberant of the three whites 
offering up bright citric notes with blossom, nuts and honey. Poised and saline on the finish 

it is a delicious yet serious wine with a firm mineral spine. Fermented in large oak casks 
before 9 months aging in barrique. Soft, dark volcanic soil at 700-800m of elevation. 

 
Etna Bianco, Vigne Niche, Contrada Montalto, Tenuta delle Terre Nere 2021 

6x75cl - £150 IB 
 

Montalto is one of the newer crus in the Terre Nere range (on the southern Etna slopes) and 

is finding its feet as an important source of Carricante grapes. The highest vineyard in the 

range at 900m, this more than offsets its full southern exposure to make a really complete 

and engaging white full of bright, zesty fruits with touches of bitter herbs, ginger and spice, 

freshly cut stone fruit and salted nuts on the finish – there is a little phenolic grip on the 

finish too – there is a lot going on here. 60-90 year old vines, loose volcanic ash with a 

notably pebbly topsoil. 100% Carricante, fermented and aged in steel for 9 months. 

 
Etna Bianco, Le Vigne Niche, Calderara, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2021 

6x75cl - £150 IB 
 

Inspired by a 40-year old Carricante drunk in 2007, Marco and the team began isolating out 
the old Carricante that already existed in Calderara and planting new vineyards until they 

eventually had enough for it to stand on its own two feet. Much like the red, the white 
Calderara shows a more concentrated, deep and mineral profile, with a bit more austerity in 

youth. The 2021 moves more to the yellow-fruited and appley end of the spectrum with a 
deep sense of wild elegant smoke and salt, richly textured but with a great tremble of 

acidity, through to a long structured finish. Fermented in large wooden cask and aged for 9 
months in barrique. Vines average 10-30 years of age, and the soil is very rocky and dark. 

 
 



 

 

Etna Rosato, Tenuta del Terre Nere, 2021 

12x75cl - £145 IB 

 

One of our out and out favourite pinks across our entire portfolio, the Terre Nere Rosato is a 

bright, savoury, nervous and salty expression with notes of fresh red cherry, brittle 

strawberries and rosehip. A soft direct-pressed Nerello Mascalese from young vines, the 

aspire to produce a rose with “the body of a white and the soul of a red. a wine that is joyful 

without being frivolous; that has tension without being austere.” 

Etna Rosso, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2021 

12x75cl - £175 IB 

 
The calling-card of the estate, the straight Etna Rosso is a blend of vineyards from all over 
the northern Etna slopes, with vine age ranging from 5-60 years old. Finessed red fruits, 
crisp tannins and a lightweight luminous feel are the hallmarks of this wine, with a light 

volcanic dusty feel to the palate and fresh, shimmering finish. Aged in primarily large 
format oak for a year and then assembled in tank for 1-3 months before bottling. 

 
Etna Rosso, Feudo di Mezzo, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2020 

6x75cl - £175 IB 

 
Feudo di Mezzo is usually the most open of the reds, being a warmer, deeper-soiled site at 
600m. 60-80 year old vines, the wine opens with deep rich red fruits, rooibos and camphor 

even, with notes of kombucha and black cherry and some grippy earthy tannins. 
Immediately a step up in complexity and likely to drink well in its youth. Aged in a 

combination of barrique and tonneaux and bottled after 14 months. 
 

Etna Rosso, Santo Spirito, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2020 

6x75cl - £175 IB 

  

Higher toned and quite ethereal, the Santo Spirito exhibits an array of strawberries and 
other red fruits with a sweet, lacy weave of acidity, stonier than the Feudo but with more 

rose petals and spice. Alluring, bittersweet notes and fine acid line leads to a bright, 
harmonious finish. 700-850m of elevation, vine age ranges from 80-100 years old and the 
soils are deep, dark volcanic ash.  Aged in a combination of barrique and tonneaux and 

bottled after 14 months.    

   
Etna Rosso, Guardiola, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2020 

6x75cl - £175 IB 

 
The highest vineyard in the reds at 900-1000m and on the limit of the DOC. It tends to show 

more austerity in youth, and the 2020 is no exception, being a bit more herbal on the nose 
than the others with forest fruits, plum, earth and coffee bean, it nevertheless has a great 

acid line and evident salty minerality. More closed today but all in place for a great future. 
The soils here are leaner and more impoverished, with a higher proportion of gravel and 

volcanic sand. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Etna Rosso, Moganazzi, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2020 

6x75cl - £175 IB 

 
One of the great terroirs in the region and one of the largest of the northern slopes, Terre 

Nere had only previously been able to buy a small fillet of the vineyard. In 2017 the 
opportunity to expand arose and the single cru bottling was born. A 700m site with 

medium-deep stony soils the vines average 70-90 years old. Fuller bodied but also more 
luminously ruby in glass with just a trace of pleasant reduction, the palate shows a salty 

profile and very refined, almost glossy feel, with fresh strawberry and cherries, plums and 
wild flowers. Beautifuly balanced, finely styled. 

 
Etna Rosso, San Lorenzo, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2020 

6x75cl - £225 IB 

 
San Lorenzo is one of the few Etna sites that the estate considers to be a true Grand Cru. 

Importantly, the evidence in the glass supports this, as the 2020 offers up really profound 
deep, very pure red fruits and minerals; smoke, salt and a core of cherry stone, brittle earth 
and stone fruits. The complexity here is enormous as further aeration reveals some blood 

orange and balsamic notes, with prominent but finely sculpted tannins guiding the wines to 
a long, dazzling finish. The soils here are marked by obvious lava flows which have buried 
the oldest soils deep in to the earth, dating back to the “Elliptical” Volcano. The only three 
sites of true “Elliptical” soils on the north side of Etna are Bocca d’Orzo, Calderara and San 
Lorenzo.  San Lorenzo is the Contrada that marks the North West border of the DOC and 
therefore has the coldest climate of the three. This climate combined with soils especially 

rich in ash, makes for a unique combination. 
 

Etna Rosso, Calderara Sottana, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2020 

6x75cl - £225 IB 

 
Like San Lorenzo, Calderara Sottana is one the great Grand Crus of Etna and benefits from 

what the estate describes as “true Elliptical terroir.” Hard, black basalt stones dot the 
vineyard at an altitude of 600-700m. The 2020 is seriously lifted and perfumed with 

enormous substance underlying. More compact tannins, aromatic with cut flowers and 
herbs, pink and white pepper, red fruits and spice, pale, intense and very long, Calderara is 
high in acidity, yet cannot be described as a wine of power or bold flavours, instead it is just 
really long and linear and beautifully balanced. Vine age ranges from 50-100 years old and 

the wine was aged in barrique and tonneaux for 14 months. 
 

Etna Rosso, Prephylloxera, Tenuta delle Terre Nere, 2020 

6x75cl - £485 IB 

 
Two prized parcels totalling 0.8HA within Calderara Sottana stand proudly having 

withstood the ravages of phylloxera, which arrived to Etna in 1881. Consequently, the vines 
are at least 140 years old, and on their original rootstocks. The 2020 is a lustrous red in 

colour with a bright ruby hue, so detailed and finely pitched on the nose, with a deep dark 
berried intensity on the palate accompanied by a wash of camphor, licorice, herbs and salt. 

Stylish, long, highly complex and serious, with enormous palate-staining length on the 
finish. A fascinating and highly distinctive wine that carries its unique character and rich 

mineral intensity with a kind of weightless intensity. Remarkable in every sense. 


