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Auction Fever 
 

The Cape Winemakers Guild (CWG) was founded in 1982 intending to improve the quality 

of South African wine and lead the way in ambition and excellence. Over the past forty years, 

its role has evolved, and is now made up of 42 distinguished members, who have each joined 

by invitation and whose role is to share their technical knowledge, lead and inspire future 

generations, supporting meaningful transformation in the local industry. One element of that 

is the CWG Protégé Programme. This is a targeted three-year programme aimed at ensuring 

skills transfer, practical experience, knowledge sharing, mentorship and the nurturing of 

young talent in the South African wine industry. It aspires to be the benchmark for inclusivity 

and opportunity. The annual Nedbank Cape Winemakers Guild Auction serves as a 

platform for guild members to submit highly prized, rare bottlings and innovative 

expressions, exclusive to the auction. Funds raised support the Guild and its programmes and 

spotlight the quality of South Africa’s finest producers internationally.  

For the first time, in late 2022, Justerini & Brooks took part in the auction, and, after tasting all 

the wines in South Africa and London, is delighted to have secured some of the top lots, from 

David & Nadia, Lismore and Newton Johnson – three producers we have long admired. The 

David & Nadia wines are physically in the UK, while Lismore and Newton Johnson will 

follow in the spring.  

The prices below are under bond and calculated to include our buyers’ premium plus a small 

margin to cover the cost of shipping and logistics from South Africa. 

This is the best and simplest opportunity to secure a concise range of South Africa’s finest 

wines.  

 

 

Mark Dearing 
Buyer, Justerini & Brooks  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Wines on Offer  
 

Chardonnay, Sandford, Cape Winemakers Guild, Newton Johnson, 2021 
6x75cl - £410 IB 

 
From a north facing parcel situated directly opposite the Upper Hemel-en-Aarde in the 
Sandford appellation. Touches of flint and smoke, with succulent white peach, flowers, 

pressed limes, stone fruits and apple. Tense and saline with a wiry, fresh acidity and a kiss 
of South African sunshine to the fruit. Whole cluster pressed and spontaneously fermented 

and raised in Burgundian barrique, 35% new, for 11 months, with a further 5 months in used 
oak before bottling. Touches of toast and heather on the finish. Only 50 cases were submitted 

to the auction. (12 cases available) 
 

Chenin Blanc, Veiling, Cape Winemakers Guild, David & Nadia, 2021 
6x75cl - £450 IB 

 
An intense, jostling Chenin that while present stops short of being showy. Packed with 

white berries, golden apples, honey, citrus fruits, blossom with an overall crystalline quality, 

it’s not a lavish wine, more about detail and intellectual focus, much like David Sadie 

himself. Veiling means ‘auction’ in Afrikaans. Produced from a blend of highly acclaimed 

single vineyard sites: 50% Skaliekop, 40% Plat Bos and 10% Hoe-Steen. A combination of 

bass and high notes, the grapes were cooled and hand-sorted before being whole cluster 

pressed, fermented spontaneously in used French oak barrels for 11 months on the fine lees. 

Only 50 cases were submitted to the auction. (18 cases available) 

The 2021 Veiling Chenin Blanc offers delicate aromas of citrus peel and a white rock minerality with 

a fresh and exquisite frame of underripe peaches, fresh Meyer lemon and elements of seaspray and 

citrus blossom on the nose. Light to medium-bodied, the palate delivers an essence of crunchy yellow 

apples, delightful mineral tension and a soft, lingering spiciness with a kiss of phenolic bitterness 

across the mid-palate. The wine glides to a lovely, food-friendly finish that expresses varietal purity 

and a sense of place. This is absolutely gorgeous Chenin! – 93 Points, Anthony Mueller. 

 

Chardonnay, Valkyrie, Cape Winemakers Guild, Lismore, 2021 
6x75cl - £490 IB 

 
A highly impressive Chardonnay from superstar winemaker Samantha O’Keefe, the 

Valkyrie Chardonnay is clear-cut, finessed and sun-dappled with the most beautiful pure-

fruits allied to honey, lemon balm and touches of salted butter. This gorgeous embrace of 

white fruit is offset with stylishly tense acidity and a long, stony finish. A dry-land farmed 

wine on Greyton’s shale soils, barrel fermented and aged in 30% new 500L French oak. One 

of the top lots in this year’s auction. 50 cases were put up for auction. (4 cases available) 

The 2021 Chardonnay CWG Valkyrie comes from cooler east-facing blocks and represents a selection 

of barrel. It is aged on the lees for 11 months, around one-third new oak. It has a wonderful, almost 

Meursault-like bouquet (and when I write that - think Genevrières from a top producer). The palate is 

medium-bodied with a seductive rondeur, hints of peach and apricot, building in intensity with fine 

mineralité towards the satisfying finish. Complete and harmonious, utterly irresistible. – 95 Points, 

Neal Martin 



 

 

Pale gold in color with soft oak essences and fresh lemon pastry cream, the 2021 Valkyrie Chardonnay 

offers aromas of yellow apples, vanilla and white peach. Medium-bodied, with a crisp, clean and 

creamy mouthfeel, the wine has a rich and elegant expression with a delightfully soft mineral tension. 

The wine concludes with succulent acidity and fresh lemon curd essence. It's utterly wonderful and 

world-class. – 94 Points, Anthony Mueller. 

 

Grenache Noir, Veiling, Cape Winemakers Guild, David & Nadia, 2021 
6x75cl - £465 IB 

 
David Sadie is rightly regarded as one of the pre-eminent Grenache producers in South 

Africa, always shooting for a pared-back, highly perfumed, mineral and acidity-driven style. 
The ‘Veiling’ (auction) Grenache comes from a single vineyard in the Langkloof of the 

Paardeberg mountain in the Swartland. Crushed cherries, raspberry and strawberry with 
touches of star anise, blueberries and stones. Fermented with 50% whole bunches and raised 

in neutral French oak barrels for a year. 13% alcohol. Just 38 cases were submitted to the 
auction. (12 cases available) 

 
The 2021 Veiling Grenache Noir bursts with bright-red crunchy fruit aromas of fresh raspberry, 

cherry skin and wild strawberry before elements of Christmas spice and potpourri waft on the nose. 

Medium-bodied, the palate is focused and fresh and offers succulent acidity with a delicate mineral 

tension and phenolic grip. It’s a cerebral wine that is playful, food-friendly and mineral-laced. Bravo, 

this is gorgeous Grenache! – 92 Points, Anthony Mueller. 

 

Syrah, Sheltering Sky, Cape Winemakers Guild, Lismore, 2020 

6x75cl - £485 IB 

 

An iron-rich single vineyard in Elgin, unusual in an area dominated by shale, Lismore’s 
Sheltering Sky is a highly distinctive and complex Syrah which is rightly celebrated as one of 

the finest (and most sought after) South Africa has to offer. Dark berries, red plums, blood 
orange, violets and salt lead into a fresh herb and pepper-laced palate, with a cool, firm 

tannic backbone, crisp acidity and long, focused finish. Fermented with 100% whole 
bunches and aged in 25% new 500L barrels for a year. Just 44 cases were submitted to the 

auction. (16 cases available) 
 

The 2020 Syrah CWG Sheltering Sky comes from Elgin from iron soils using 100% whole bunch, 

aged in 500-litre barrel for 11 months. It has a beautifully defined nose with brambly black fruit, 

allspice, lovely garrigues scents - the scents barely noticeable. The palate is medium-bodied with fine 

grip, very elegant with a slight tarry element. Cold and fresh, almost Jamet-like towards the persistent 

finish, this oozes class. Superb. – 95 Points, Neal Martin. 

Magenta at its rim, the 2020 The Sheltering Sky Syrah is epic on the nose with a floral and spicy 

peppercorn essence and notions of savory charcuterie, spiced plum and cassis. Medium to full-bodied, 

the palate is delicate yet elegant with hints of smoke-cured meats, cherry compote and floral essence of 

lavender and violet before silky tannins grip the gumline. The complex wine summersaults to an 

unwinding finish that reveals a delightful, gorgeous, age-worthy and food-friendly Syrah. Just try to 

keep your hands off of it. I dare you; it's devastatingly beautiful and should fetch a pretty penny at 

auction – 95 Points, Anthony Mueller. 

 
 
 



 

 

Pinot Noir, Windansea, Cape Winemakers Guild, Newton Johnson, 2020 

6x75cl - £525 IB 

 

Brimming with ripe, succulent but bristling cherries, blackberries and ripe strawberries, the 
Windansea auction bottling is beautifully measured with fresh acidity and layers of spicy 
notes, underpinned by suave, contoured tannins, toasty oak, touches of coffee bean, earth 

and camphor. The Windansea vineyard is situated directly in front of the cellar in the Upper 
Hemel-en-Aarde and is clay-granite based. The auction bottling comes from a particularly 

stony part of the vineyard which imparts a sense of rigour and minerality to the wine. Long 
and highly impressive. Fermented in stainless steel, moved to 30% new French barrique for 
11 months, before a final 6 months’ élevage in large neutral wood. 50 cases were submitted 

to the auction. (4 cases available) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 


