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Dear Friends,

Can a year in the vineyard be summed up in a few words without  
distorting and oversimplifying the message?

Analysing and comparing vintages on the basis of numbers and statistics  
is in most cases reductive, and even misleading. The greatness of a wine 

cannot be explained by citing its harvest dates, blend ratios, pH, alcoholic 
proof, or the quantity of tannins it contains.

It is only by tasting that we can grasp the complexity and singularity 
of a great wine. A cru should only be characterised by an ensemble of 

interdependent elements, together giving that vineyard or parcel its true 
unique identity: soils, vine genetics, local climate, and of course, the women 

and men who toil in the vineyard and craft the wine in the cellar.

I would like to pay an immense tribute to the entire team at Lafleur.  
Their labour and efforts are the base of this beautiful 2021 vintage.

Bonne dégustation



The 2021 Vintage

Omri described 2021 as a “vintage of work”. This is 
not something the Guinaudeau clan are afraid of. 
Few teams are as well prepared, but even for the 
most meticulous, nature can sometimes present 
new challenges. In all they encountered 10 nights 
that required frost protection, but on the 6th of 
April, they noticed that the turbines were having 
no effect. It turned out that a 2 Km column of cold 
air (that originated in Greenland) was sitting over 
Bordeaux. The turbines were simply sucking more  
cold air down into the vineyards. Thankfully, 
it wasn’t a hard frost, so the bougies deployed 
amongst the vines prevented any serious loss.  

Omri also defines 2021 as another “multi-vintage 
year”. The first half of summer was oceanic and 
presented mildew pressure. It wasn’t the heaviest 
rain, but it was unrelenting and required a lot 
of “gardening”. When summer finally arrived, 
the team worked the soils helping oxygenate the 
vines. Finally, 2021 provided the opportunity to 
make wines with lift and elegance. We probably 
sound like broken records, but this is yet another 
impeccable range of wines from the Guinaudeau 
family estates, particularly for Grand Village  
(red and white) and Les Perrières.

Climatic Conditions

After a clement winter, budbreak was early and 
homogenous at the end of March. April was cold  
but quite sunny, leading to frosty conditions.  
Thanks to the hard work of our team, we succeeded 
in protecting our vineyards, and so sailed through 
the first challenge of the year unharmed.

May was cool and rainfall was on the rise. Flowering, 
however, was early. We detected the first flowers on 
24th May and mid-flowering at the end of the month. 
June brought a further increase in the frequency  
of rainfall, leading to the worrying development  
of Downy Mildew. Protecting our vineyards from 
mildew was the second challenge of 2021. Extreme 
vigilance and around the clock efforts allowed  
us to maintain healthy vines even under the most 
severe disease pressure.

More favourable conditions from 14th July allowed 
the vines and the growers to catch their breath. 
Véraison was early, and the colour change of the 
grapes was quite advanced in early August. Vegetal 
growth came to a beneficial stop, and the vines could 
then concentrate on ripening their berries.

The alternation of hot - and at times very hot - days, 
and milder periods during the month of September 
allowed the grapes to ripen slowly but surely, assisted 
by moderate rainfall. We picked the first whites on 
7th September under lovely conditions that remained 
until the end of harvest on 7th October. 2021 was 
evident confirmation of the remarkable climatic 
changes we have seen in the five preceding vintages. 
With a growing season that could be best described 
as a “complicated pregnancy”, the young 2021 wines 
confirm and highlight, as never before, the inherent 
qualities of the different terroirs and the different 
winegrowers who labour them.

Bouchet’s floral character dominates the aromatic 
spectrum of these young wines. Their tannins are 
ripe, silky and chiselled at the same time, leading  
to a long-lasting aftertaste. The 2021 vintage carries 
the genetics of a great year, yielding noble wines  
of great definition, energy and length.



Château Grand Village
Several plots have been removed from Grand 
Village. The vineyard area has reduced from 17Ha 
to just 10.5Ha. By removing the more “rustic” 
plots, Grand Village has achieved a new level of 
refinement. One really feels this on the tannic 
profile. There’s a real nobility here. Gorgeous 
aromatics: leafy black currant, herbs, a touch  
of wild hedgerow fruit, then fresh and fluid, with 
dark fruits, tobacco leaf and fine cool earth notes.  
This grows and develops in the glass. There’s plenty 
of substance, a creamy texture, suave and elegant 
tannins and a refreshing saline finish. Incredibly 
poised for a wine at this price point. 75% Merlot 
and 25% Bouchet (Cabernet Franc).

Les Perrières
What would the genetics of Lafleur look like 
planted on the best limestone terroirs of the right 
bank? This question, born out of an admiration 
for the wines produced from the limestone Côte 
of St Emilion became a fascination. Now the 
Guinaudeaus have three distinct clos, with Bouchet 
planted on gravel (Lafleur) clay (Les Pensées) and 
limestone (Les Perrières). Les Perrières boasts the 
highest proportion of Bouchet of all three and has 
developed a character all of its own. Violets and 
flowers, high toned and ethereal. Here the limestone 
provides an energy through the core; a bright fine 
fruited, linear and long expression. Transparent, 
precise and with a cerebral strictness, followed by a 
bright, salty finish and tannins laced with notes of 
oyster shell, fine pipe tobacco, shaved chocolate and 
dried cherry. A very elongated expression with real 
definition and length. Excellent. 38% Merlot and 
62% Bouchet (Cabernet Franc).

Les Pensées 
Quite dramatic aromas. One is definitely back in 
Pomerol with suggestions of flowers and plums. 
Beautifully refined fruit, fleshy and ripe in the  
mid-palate, then returns to violets, cool earth 
notes and touches of nori. Although there’s  
salinity, freshness and chalky tannins, this has  
a rounder profile (after the Perrières) and  
doesn’t quite possess the same snap and energy.  
Two very different expressions. 59% Merlot 
 and 41% Bouchet (Cabernet Franc).

Château Lafleur
Produced from 48% Merlot and 52% Bouchet 
(Cabernet Franc) the 2021 Lafleur is complex and 
savoury, with a sense of round river stones amongst 
earthy dark fruits. Initially reserved, with aeration,  
regal aromatics emerge; violets, iris, pure cassis, 
griotte and creme de mûre. Intense and pure,  
the palate is surprisingly forthcoming; there’s 
plenty of density to the red and black fruits,  
yet it maintains a very strict, taut line. A salty 
minerality frames the finish. The tannins are 
luxuriant and beautifully integrated; complex, 
supple, fine grained, yet with surprising depth  
and beautiful aromatic range, savoury, floral,  
lifted, precise. Superb!



Château Grand Village
Grand Village Blanc 21 - The first time this has 
been fermented and aged in a dedicated white wine 
cellar and the first time it has been aged in barrels 
only. The Guinaudeau family confidently, but 
justifiably, affirm this to be “the most serious Grand  
 Villages Blanc we have made”. A real firecracker, 
aromatic and fresh citrus fruit complemented 
by touches of brioche on the nose. The palate 
has plenty of thrust and spark, offering flavours 
of white grapefruit and salted citrus rind with a 
touch of ripe gooseberry. Tense and captivating. 
Racy without being austere, there is genuine fruit 
ripeness and intensity here. Bravo! A blend of 
73% Sauvignon picked on the 9th, 11th and 13th 
September, and 27% Semillon picked on the  
7th September. 

Les Champs Libres
Champs Libres 21 - Like the Grand Villages Blanc, 
this is a beneficiary of the new dedicated white 
wine cellar. Backward and brooding initially, but 
with great intensity and precision. A very serious 
white that needs time. A little aeration gradually 
peels back some of its layers, tense lemon, lime 
and white currant fruit, with touches of dry stones 
and rock salt. Unwaveringly linear and long with 
expansive mineral notes echoing on the finish. 
A grand white from Bordeaux, as opposed to a 
Bordeaux white, this is a truly transcendental wine. 
Founded in 2013 by Julie and Baptiste Guinaudeau, 
Les Champs Libres is a reflection of the Lafleur 
philosophy through a white wine. Les Champs 
Libres originates from the clay-limestone soils  
on the plateau of Louima, a great match with  
their Loire-originated Sauvignon Blanc genetics.  
100% Sauvignon Blanc picked on the 9th and 11th 
September. Aged in barrels, 30% new (but very 
neutral) oak.

Les Six Crus
de la Société Civile du Château Lafleur



All prices are per case In Bond - duty and VAT will apply on delivery when the wines are taken out of Bond at the prevailing rate. 
The wines are currently abroad and will not be shipped until Spring 2024. Please contact your account manager to place an order. 

This offer is subject to our terms and conditions which can be viewed here.

To register your interest please contact a member of our account management team on +44 (0)20 7484 6400, alternatively you can 
email our team at finewine@justerinis.com.

On behalf of the producers, we kindly ask that wines bought through Justerini & Brooks are not sold within five years of physical 
release / landing in the UK. For this reason, moving wines out of Cellarers Wines Ltd. within five years of physical release/ landing 
in the UK other than to a home delivery address could jeopardise your future allocations. If you have any questions please contact 

your account manager. 

You may access the Justerini & Brooks Privacy and Cookie Notice here.

Terms and Conditions:

https://www.justerinis.com/legal/general-terms-and-conditions/
mailto:finewine%40justerinis.com?subject=
https://www.justerinis.com/legal/privacy-and-cookie-notice/

